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1. TUnconfirmed reports have bheen consistenily circulating in Seoul that a
declaration of martial law or of a limited emergency ie impending.

2. Ths.Miniester of National Defense and leaders of the army and navy are in
favor of & declaration of martial law which would enable them to offect
& complete purge of leftiste and "middle-of-the-roaders" who are advocating
a coalition with the People's Republic in North Korea.

3. The Minister of Home Affalrs and the National Police sre cppesed to martial
law, because under martial law the police would lose their present power,
The Minister of Home Affairs has agreed to martial law provided that the
‘ Pregident. will, by special executive order, give the police power equal %o
v that of the army and navy.

4, FPresident REEE is considering whether to declare martial law, and if so,
vhether to give the police the power demanded ty the Minister of Home Affairs,

5, The original date for the declaration of martial law was set to coincide
with the departure of the last elements of the U.S. occupation forces, but
wae delayed because of the disagreement of the cabinset members. The proesent
tentative date ig on cor about 2 July 1949,

This. dogy
me
CONFID is hereby reg;,
letter ofENTA in accordancg :/ded ©
Director °:6 October 1975 T fth the
Archivist of thg tral ,'”te’ggenc
es,

Document No. _

‘CHANGY in C
DECLASSI
1as (A

Next Review Dat

! 2008

.  JARNL ﬂ
NG NOTIC[~ THIS DiSTRIBUTION LISTING MusT
| ms I ‘o UsT B,




